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 I envy individuals that 

can go to their workplace 

every day, knowing they adore 

their profession.  Most people 

grind through the day with 

displeased body language, due 

to a lack of work enjoyment.  

Now days it is very seldom, as 

a result of our economy issue, 

that an individual is able to 

find a job that satisfies them.  

During this generation’s years 

of schooling, we rarely ponder 

on the subject, until thrown 

out into the real world, 

scurrying for a job that suits 

our personalities.  However, 

this is not the case for Dr. Joe 

Brown, one of the tremendous 

professors the campus of 

Texas Wesleyan University 

possesses.  He educates 

incoming freshman students 

through his ASE, or freshman 

learning, course.  This course 

equips students with the 

college and life tools they 

need to succeed.  I question 

how he shows up to work day 

to day with a smile on his face, 

coupled with an enlightened 

attitude.  It’s a joy to witness 

him in action as he performs 

his lessons with such 

enthusiasm.  This exemplifies 

something you don’t come 

across very often in a 

workplace.  He loves his 

work, and his work loves him 

back.  He’s living the dream. 

 Joe Brown was born in 

Rogers, Arkansas, which is a 

small town in the northwest 

region of Arkansas.  To give 

an example of how small this 

town really is, Dr. Brown 

noted that the first Wal-Mart 

was established in Rogers.   

Professor Lives Dream 
Dr. Joe Brown 
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Though being brought up in a 

smaller town than that of Fort 

Worth, the way Dr. Brown 

carries himself is anything but 

small.  This period of his life 

serves as a stepping stone, 

putting him one step closer to 

where he is today; a fun-filled 

professor at Texas Wesleyan 

University.  His personality 

carries throughout the 

classroom, making it less of an 

inconvenience to attend class.  

So it’s far from unusual to 

overhear his lessons from a 

classroom across the hall. 

When asking Dr. Brown about 

his family, he had some 

interesting facts to share with 

me.  For example, his mother 

was married six times and his 

dad, four.  He claimed both of 

his parents continued to have 

feelings for one another, even 

though separated.  This 

resulted in him growing up, 

never really comprehending 

that children only had one set 

of parents.  Because of his 

parents’ divorce, he assumed 

that everyone had multiple 

parents, as he saw it.  This 

may not appear to be the 

typical childhood or family we 

encounter today, which 

constructed the inner workings 

of this marvelous professor 

and individual.  

 Dr. Brown attended the 

University of Arkansas, where 

he received his Bachelors of 

Arts degree in speech and 

drama.  He would later attend 

Southern Methodist 

University, in Dallas, Texas, 

to acquire his MFA in theatre.  

Because he was the first 

generation of his family to 

attend college, Dr. Brown was 

on a mission, driven and 

focused.  During his years 

attending Arkansas, Dr. 

Brown resided in the 

engineering dorm, where he 

implied all of the late night 

mischief occurred at the 

university.  Mentally driven, 

he understood that homework 

comes first.  While outside of 

the classroom, he worked four 

jobs, while still maintaining 

his grades.  You can say he 

was forced to develop a “go- 

getter” mentality in order to 

attend college.  Another fun 

fact about Dr. Brown is that he 
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was a semi-professional 

ventriloquist while he was 

attending the University of 

Arkansas, earning his revenue 

from intoxicated students 

around campus.  He would 

stroll from party to party, 

entertaining and mocking 

drunken scholars with his 

puppet, crafted to resemble 

Alfred E. Newman.  How a 

man possesses the talents to 

work four jobs, maintain 

grades, and work on the side 

as a semi-professional 

ventriloquist, I do not know. 

 Next, when being 

asked why he strived to be a 

college teacher, Dr. Brown 

said he was influenced by his 

high school professors.  This 

influence led him to become  

his class president, even 

joining student organizations, 

such as, the “Future Teachers 

of America.”  Nonetheless, 

you can say that Dr. Brown 

was destined to teach at a 

young age.  Unlike me, and 

many other teenagers in 

America, he had a general idea 

of what profession he favored 

before leaving high school.  I, 

personally, didn’t really 

ponder the idea or didn’t care 

at the time, leaving me in 

uncertainty about what my life 

has in store for me after 

college.  Thankfully, I got my 

act together.   I ended up 

choosing to major in General 

Business and hope to be a loan 

officer, like my mother.  

 Dr. Brown claims he  

has an introverted personality 

outside of his workplace, 

while owning an extroverted 

personality during his 

teaching.  By the way he 

presents himself in class; it is 

unimaginable to picture him 

having an introverted 

personality anywhere.  

Introversion outside of the 

workplace, however, grants 

him the power of 

independency.  This allows 

him to efficiently get things 

done on his own.  His 

extroversion, on the other 

hand, is effortlessly 

recognized through his 

substantial amounts of energy 

and caring attitude.  It is often 

that Dr. Brown will let you 

know exactly what is on his 
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mind, giving him the tools to 

be a great leader.  Although he 

tends to sometimes “over-

lead” his peers, gripping the 

harnesses a little too tight on 

occasion.  

 Therefore, Professor 

Joe Brown continues to enjoy 

his profession every day, 

inspiring students, one life 

lesson at a time.  You can say 

his small town background, 

semi-professional 

ventriloquism, and high school 

teachers forged Joe Brown 

into the multitalented 

individual we know today.  

Either from his energetic 

personality or caring nature, 

his words seem to stick with 

you as you go along your day.  

Under all of that enthusiasm  

there is an important message 

being conveyed.  I dream that 

one day I will be capable of 

revealing my profession to 

someone with a smile on my 

face, knowing that I adore 

what I do.  Finding joy in life 

means you are living.  Who 

wouldn’t want that for 

themself?  After all, we aren’t 

put on this Earth for too long.  

You might as well make the 

most out of your life while 

you can. 

 

 


